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le, consider the calculation of (3 X 4) + (5 X 6). If you were doing this
on paper, you would first do the multiplication in the first parentheses, then the
‘multiplication in the second parentheses, and finally add the results of the fwo
‘multiplications:
T x4l 561
1z + 020
A
Your HP 12C Platinum calculates the answer in just the same way:

Keystrokes (RPN mode) ~ Display

12.00 Step 1: Multiply the numbers in the
first parentheses.

30.00 Step 2: Multiply the numbers in the
second parentheses.

42.00 Step 3: Add the results of the two
‘multiplications.

Notice that before doing step 2, you did not need to store or write down the result
of step 1: it was stored inside the calculator automatically. And after you keyed
inthe 5 and the 6 in step 2, the calculator was holding two numbers (12 and 5)
inside for you, in addition to the 6 in the display. (The HP 12C Platinum can hold
a total of three numbers inside, in addition to the number in the display.) After
step 2, the calculator was still holding the 12 inside for you, in addition to the 30
in the display. You can see that the calculator holds the mumber for you, just as
You would have them written on paper, and then calculates with them at the
proper time, just as you would yourself.2 But with the HP 12C Platinum, you
don’t need to write down the results of an intermediate calculation, and you don’t
even need to manually store it and recall it later.

By the way, notice that in step 2 you needed to press BTH] again. This is simply
because you were again keying in fwo numbers immediately following each
other, without performing a calculation in befween.

To check your understanding of how to calculate with your HP 12C Platinum, try

the following problems yourself. Although these problems are relatively simple,
more complicated problems can be solved using the same basic steps. If you.
have difficulty obtaining the answers shown, review the last few pages.




